
An Oasis of Living Water 
By NORMAN L. GEISLER 

THOUSANDS of people flock to camps to hear the gospel. 
Young and old, factory workers, doctors, college profes
sors: all cultivate a deep commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Churches are full and overflowing morning and evening. 
Farmers sing gospel songs at the top of their lungs. Bands 
of young people chant, "We are one in the Spirit, we are 
one in the Lord." 

Where is all of this going on? In a revival center of the 
United States? No. In Poland, long an overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic land but dominated by Marxism for a full 
generation. 

I saw them. I ate with them, sang with them and knelt 
with them in their churches and chapels. They call them
selves Oazi (Oasis). They are an indigenous spiritual 
renewal group who hold retreats, publish literature and 
teach people to be born again by personally trusting Christ 
as Savior. 

From humble beginnings in 1963 the tiny band of Oazi 
believers claimed 700 participants in 1969 and 1,000 a year 
later. But by 1972 there were some 6000 persons of all ages 
in the movement. And by last summer their forces had 
swelled to more than 25,000. 

It was my privilege last summer to live with them and to 
teach them a survey course of the entire Bible. This was 
especially difficult since almost no one had a complete 
Bible, with the exception of the translator and me. (The 
government "permits" printing Bibles in limited quanti
ties, but does not allocate the paper!) 

The most gratifying experience of my 25-year ministry 
occurred during an Oazi camp in southern Poland. On the 
day of my departure a group of young people approached 
me to express thanks. Through a translator they said: "Be

fore you came the Bible was like a room· with furniture but 
with no lights. You have turned on the lights for us." 

Their words simultaneously blessed and burdened me: 
Blessed me for what the Spirit of God had done in their 
lives, but burdened me because they had so few Bibles and 
yet such a great hunger for God's truth. I was further 
challenged when they said, "Would you come back and 
teach us everything about one book in the Bible?" I under
stood this to mean, "We have appreciated the survey of the 
Bible but now we would like to study the Bible in depth. 
Please come back and help us." 
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The group to whom I ministered was nearly a hundred 
university students. Other groups contain various age 
groups and professions. There are more than 700 groups 
throughout the whole of Poland but they are especially 
strong in the south. 

The group's leader, whom I will call Father Zarsky (to 
identify him publicly might arouse authorities against 
him), is a former social reformer now in his early 70s. 
When asked whether or not they have problems with the 
Marxist government whose policies they violate, Zarsky 
replied, "We look at it the other way. It is the government 
that has problems with us." There is a certain boldness 
about this Oazi leader born of his Christian convictions 
and tempered by years spent in prison after World War II. 
I sensed a quiet and persistent boldness among the leaders 
in general. 

The key body of believers is called "The Congregation of 
the Responsible." They guide the direction of the move-

. ment and together with Father Zarsky lay down policies. 
Their attitude, when asked about a possible government 
crackdown on the movement, was almost identical to that 
of Peter and John in Acts 4: "We must obey God rather 
than man." The government recently offered Zarsky the 
choice of two years in prison or a fine equivalent to several 
hundred dollars. He chose the two years in prison, and the 
government chose not to put him in prison, presumably for 
fear of the possible growth it might cause in the movement 
with an imprisoned "hero." 

At any rate, the Oazi continue to grow. They have some 
basic literature and many I saw did have New Testaments. 
Their most desperate needs were for paper, whole Bibles 
and typewriters. It is illegal for them to own printing 
presses or the like. Indeed, it is illegal for them to print and 
publish their handbooks and songbooks, and yet they were 
being used freely and openly and I brought a copy over the 
border with me. 

The motto of the Oazi movement is Jesus Christ is Light 
and Life. Their symbol is a cross formed from the two 
Greek words for light and life. That the movement is non
charismatic is unique, since elsewhere the major evangel
ical movements among Catholics are charismatic. 

The average wage in Poland is about $45 a month for a 
46-hour week. The highest paid workers are miners, who 
with much overtime can make as much as $100 a month. 
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CHURCH OFFICE SUPPLIES 

Economical and easy-to-use addressing 
system. Brochure and sample Penny Mas
ter card. Master Addresser.Co., 7506 w. 
27th St., Minneapolis, MN 55426. 

Membership information is available at a 
glance with Family and Church School Re
cords Envelo-File and Church Family Cen
sus Forms. For sample folders write: V. W. 
Elmlcke Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 160, 
Bronxville, NY 10708. 

Library binding and rebinding of reference 
books, Bibles, magazines and newspapers. 
Price list. Long's Bookbinders, 3535C 
Tidewater Dr., Norfolk, VA 23509. 

Broaden your research base with micro
fiche capability; all components available. 
Microfiche sample. Expositor's Microfilm 
Library, 801 Broad Ave., Ridgefield, NJ 
07657. 

CHURCH BUILDINGS 

Specialists in planning and construction of 
churches, community buildings, retreat 
centers and camps. Stanmar, Inc., Boston 
Post Rd., Sudbury, MA 01776. 

CHURCH BUILDING 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 

Low-cost electric heating with Infra-red ra
diant glass panel heat for churches and 
community buildings. Zell-Aire Corp., P.O. 
Box 183, Reading, PA 19603 

Brass altar and communion ware, including 
crosses, candleholders, chalices, flower 
containers and offering plates. Sudbury 
Brass Goods co., Inc., 55 Gerrish Ave., 
Chelsea, MA 02150. 

Church art and furnishings. Especially for 
liturgical churches. Raventos, 150 Fifth 
Ave., New York, NY 10011. 

Illuminated church signs. Layman's Pay
ment Plan .. Bible Sign Company, P.O. Box 
576, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. 

Fiberglass spires, crosses, windows, bap
tlstries and baptistry heaters. Fiberglass 
Specialties, Inc., P.O. Box 931, Henderson, 
TX 75652 

Collection plates of heavy plastic are avail
able in several colors. Illustrated price list. 
World Wide Collection Plate Co., P.O. Box 
26, Fairfield, AL 35064. 

Fiberglass steeples; standard and custom 
designs. Fiberglass baptistries, featuring 
automatic controls. Associated Fiberglass 
Engineers, P.O. Box 14335, Fort Worth, TX 
76117. 

Fiberglass baptistries, outdoor signs, 
steeples and church lighting. Brochures 
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PRAYERS TO GROW B Y  is designed to direct children and their families Into a 
meaningful prayer life. Beautiful full-color photos and line drawings-an ideal 
gift book. 

At your bookstore or wrlle: 

OIRl5l1IN � BOCICI  

Pioneer Girls 
will help you 

reach 
more girls 
for Jesus 

How? Through a Christ-centered 
weekly club program. For girls In 
grades 1-12. Five unique clubs to 
choose from. Handbooks for glrls. 
Detailed and easy to follow program 
helps for leaders. Flexible enough to fit 
your church's needs and Interests. Wiii 
stimulate community outreach and 
church growth. 

- - - - - - - - Send for a FREE brochure - - - - - - - -

0 Please send me a free brochure telling how my church can have a girls 
club ministry with Pioneer Girls. 
0 Send me Pioneer Girls "Let's Get Started" packet. 

0 Bill  me $10.00 (plus shipping and handling charges). 
0 $10.00 payment enclosed (no shipping and handling charges). 

Name Phone( 

Address __ �----------------- - ---

City ____________ .state ___ �z1p. ______ _ 

Church 
-:-:

--------'------------------

Your position: DPastor ODCE OSupt. OTeacher OOther _____ _ 

Pioneer Girls®, Inc. Box 788, Wheaton, Illinois 80187 CH fB 



in Poland 

<I> 
More devout Christians in Poland per 

capita than in the United States? A 
visitor finds thirst for Bible study. 
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Polish "Oszl" symbol: Light, Life. Norman L Geleler 

Schoolteachers get $40 a month. Most people do not have 
television sets and those who have them do not watch them 
much. Rather than listen to government propaganda, they 
read. English books and magazines (such as National 
Geographic) are available in libraries. Many Poles know 
three or four languages (they must learn Russian and 
many learn German and/or English as well). I judged that 
about one-fourth of those I spoke with knew enough 
English to understand me. 

Meat was scarce. The usual diet was bread and cheese 
three times a day with the addition of soup at noon. On 
Sunday there was often meat, usually chicken. Most people 
had no running water and no indoor toilets, even in the 
small cities. In the larger cities the picture is better. The 
most common mode of transportation I saw in the country 
and small cities was horse and wagon. There were public 
buses and trains, however, and a few cars and motorcy
cles. 

Despite the lack of affluence I found the people rich in 
spirit. They were joyful, even exuberant. They love to sing 
and they love to tell jokes (mostly on the Russians). What 
was most amazing to me was the fact that after a full 
generation of atheistic control of the government, media 
and education, a high percentage of the people seem to 
believe in God. Some estimates place the Communists at as 
little as 2%. So few hard-core Communists are there that 
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many government and even educational posts must be 
filled by Christians. I found that the Polish people love 
Americans and they save almost anything they can get 
from the U.S., especially the American dollar. 

But despite the fact that they are poor in an earthly way 
they are rich in· the Kingdom. I came away with the 
impression that there could very well be more devout 
Christians in Poland per capita than in the United States. I 
was decidedly disappointed to fly from Poland to England 
and see church after church closed and only 2% of the 
people attending Sunday services. What a contrast! 

Two verses turn over in my mind as I think of Poland. 
One is-"The light shines in the darkness, and the dark
ness has not overcome it" (John 1:5). In Poland, Commu
nism has not dampened religious fervor, and thousands are 
becoming deeply committed Christians. The second verse 
says that the Lord "opens and no one shall shut" (Revela
tion 3:7). God cannot be locked outside a Marxist govern
ment's door and he is surely not locked outside the Roman 
Catholic Church in Poland. 

There are indeed more than seven thousand who have 
not "bowed the knee to Baal." There are not great numbers 
of Christians marching in the streets, but there are thou
sands quietly retreating to the country. There is no mili
tant beachhead for the Kingdom but there are hundreds of 
"oases" for the faithful all over Poland. D 
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FREE! 

How to 

EARN 8% 
• • .  Interest through 
1;;a. Floating rate 
provides lifetime 
income, guaranteed at 
no less than 6% 

PROTECT 
• • • your financial 
resources In case of 
unexpected expense or 
sudden emergency 

GIVE 
a substantial gift to 

further the Lord's work 
through CHRISTIAN 
HERALD Ministries. 

CHRISTIAN 
HERALD 
GIFT 
SECURITY 
BONDS 

"A Plan for Giving 
Without Giving Away" 

For FREE Information: 

r·virii;i;i;y�'F��;,-iCt ioom.;�Prt.:-----, 
Chrilliln Herald 
St1werd1hip Dept. a 
40 Overlook Drive 
Cheppeque, New York 10514 

Please send me free Stew
ardship Information Kit. There 
is no obligation on my part. 

NAME ..... , ........................................... , .......... 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

AOORESS ..............•........•................•.•...•....... : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

CITY ...... _. .......... ...... � ............ ...... .... ............ .. : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

STATE ................. ............. ZIP ...................... : 
L-----•---------------------------J 

CHURCH SUPPLIES DIRECTORY 
continued from page 51 
and price lists. Bowling United Industries, 
Inc., P.O. Box 2250, Danville, VA 24541. 

Music support equipment. Risers, portable 
shells, portable staging, podiums. Wenger 
Corp., 555 Park Dr., Owatonna, MN 
55060. 

Small elevator for the handicapped and 
elderly. lnclinator Co. of America, P.O. Box 
1557, Harrisburg, PA 17105. 

Flags, banners, state and territorial flags. 
Custom-designed flags and banners. 
Vaughn's Inc., 316 S. Rome Ave., Tampa, 
FL 33679. 

Weatherproof, ingot alloy cast aluminum 
signs and plaques for homes, schools and 
churches. Lakeshore Markers, P.O. Box 
59, Erle, PA 16512. 

Custom engineered signs for churches, 
bulletin boards, architectural letters and 
bronze plaques. The J.M. Stewart Co., P.O. 
Box 602, Clarion, PA 16214. 

CHURCH MUSIC 

Cast bronze bells, electronic bells, memo
rial bells and a full line of handballs are 
described In brochure. Also, bell towers, 
steeples and cupolas. Schulmerich Caril
lons, Inc., Carillon Hill, Sellersville, PA 
18960. 

"Voices In Bronze-The Story of American 
Handball Craftsmanship" is offered In ad
dition to a descriptive flyer. Malmark, Inc., 
100 Doyle St., Doylestown, PA 18901. 

Music designed primarily for the evangel
ical church musician. Choral books, choral 
octavos, solo/duet sheet music and re
cordings. Glorysound, Shawnee Press, 
Inc., Delaware Water Gap, PA 18327. 

New Allen MDC Classic 20 organ Is a major 
breakthrough In the lower priced field for 
home or church. Informational brochure. 
Allen Organ Co., Macungie, PA 18062. 

Living Hymns, a new standard of church 
hymnal excellence. Encore Publications, 
Inc., P.O. Drawer A, Montrose, PA 18801. 

ECCLESIASTICAL APPAREL 

Wash-and-wear clergy shirts and shirt
fronts In black or colors, vestments, stoles, 
pulpit robes, surplices and linens. For price 
list write: Harbro Church Arts, Inc., 196 S. 
Van Brunt St., Englewood, NJ 07631. 

TEACHING AIDS 

Paperback and cloth books. Write for price 
list of America's 100 best-sellers. Cicero 
Bible Press, Airport Rd., Harrison, AR 
72601. 
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Art education materials, educational aids 
and activities and artist materials. Binney & 
Smith, Inc., P.O. Box 431, Easton, PA 
18042. 

Bible teaching materials, missionary stories 
and Illustrated hymns. Bible Visuals, Inc., 
P.O. Box C, Akron, PA 17501. 

Learning games for all ages. Scripture 
Press Publications, Inc., 1825 College Ave., 
Wheaton, IL 60187. 

A Christian game for friends, famlly, church 
groups and youth organizations. Descrip
tive flyer. The Ungame Co., 1440 S. College 
Blvd., Bldg. 2D, Anaheim, CA 92806. 

Catalog of hard-to-find participation re
sources. Contemporary Drama Service, 
1529 Brook Dr., Downers Grove, IL 60515. 

Brochures on gospel magic tricks. Visual 
Evangels Publishers, 1401 Ohio St., Mich
igan City, IN 46360. 

Catalog of Bible study books and cassette 
tapes. NavPress/The Navigators, P.O. Box 
20, Colorado Springs, CO 80901. 

Christian books of interest to all. Price list. 
Rose Publishing Co., 4676 Morningside 
Dr., Grand Rapids, Ml 49508. 

Catalog of book price list and discounts. 
Religious Publishing Co., Allendale Rd., 
King of Prussia, PA 19406. 

Two brochures, "Sharing and Learning in a 
Neighborhood Bible Study" and "New Di
rections In Christian Education," are of
fered. Neighborhood Bible Studies, P.O. 
Box 222, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. 

Brochure of selected inspirational reading. 
Heritage House Publications, 200 S. Sher
idan Blvd., Denver, CO 80226. 

Listing of books, cassettes, records, music. 
Impact Books, Inc., 137 W. Jefferson, Kirk
wood, MO 63122. 

Color picture sets of Jesus and the Twelve 
Disciples and Children of the Old Testa
ment. Community Associates, Inc., 308 N. 
Jefferson St., Milwaukee, WI 53202. 

Globes from 6" table models to illuminated 
20" library models. Replogle Globes, Inc., 
1901 N. Narragansette Ave., Chicago, IL 
60639. 

Catalog of Bibles, books, tapes and films. 
American Bible Society, 1865 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10023. 

Art and craft supplies and a full line of 
pottery and metal enameling supplies and 
equipment. American Art Clay Co., Inc., 
4717 W. 16th, Indianapolis, IN 46222. 

Prospectus of publications, wall-size charts 
and price list. Rev. Clarence Larkan Estate, 
2802 N. Park Ave., Philadelphia, PA 
19132. 

CHRISTIAN HERALD 


