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Finally 
A 4-star hotel 

With 5-star service 

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF JERUSALEM. 

THE MORIAH HOTEL. 

Perfect for pilgrimages and private holidays. A sense of style; a stroke of 
versatility. Delectable meals served in tasteful surroundings. Roof-top pool 

and open deck for capturing rays of the sacred city sun. Fully equipped 
conference facilities and lecture halls. 

ALL WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF THE VIA DOLOROSA AND HOLY 
SEPULCHRE. A SHORT DRIVE TO BETHLEHEM. 

EUnCHUS 

believes there is something wrong in 

the educational system, and I am deter­

mined to do something about it and not 

leave the athletic field and the gym to 
the rule of Satan. 

J. WALTER MILLET, JR. 

West, Tex. 

Kantzer has a historically inadequate 

view of sport in the "good old days" as 
well as an opposing selective percep­

tion of the "bad new days." Has sport 

changed? Yes and no, but nowhere to 
the degree he suggests. Sport is a 
strange mixture of myth and reality, 
and the reality has a seamy side we 
would prefer not to notice. Perhaps the 
only change Kantzer has noted, but in­
adequately assessed, is that sport in 
1985 is less an arena of idealized projec­
tion and fantasy within American so­
ciety than it once was. Our selective 
memory has played tricks on us again. 

JAMES MATHISEN 

Wheaton College 
Wheaton, Ill. 

Redaction criticism: 
A helpful discussion 
Thank you for the CT Institute on redac­
tion criticism [Oct. 18]. I felt the dis­
cussion was extremely helpful and 
balanced. These are issues with which 
evangelicals must wrestle, and I appre­
ciate your time and energy in helping 
pastors and other leaders think this one 
through. RICHARD J. FosTER 

Friends University 
Wichita, Kan. 

It concerns me that we have compassed 
the circle once more. Are the" scholars" 
again telling the lay Christian he can­
not understand the Scriptures without 
their first digesting it? Are we, then, 
after two millennia, at terminus ad 
guem or terminus a quo? God help us 
have a sense of humor-or must some­
one redact this too? 

JOHN G!LLMARTIN 

Alta Loma, Calif. 

Thanks for including Bob Thomas's 
clear, concise, and insightful com­
ments. His view provided at least token 
balance in an otherwise unanimous ap­
proval of evangelical use of redaction 
criticism. 

One is at a loss to understand why 
this redaction "baby," conceived and 
nurtured by liberals, has been mutilat­
ed and then adopted by evangelicals. 
Why did Matthew, Mark, and John 
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need to redact someone else's material 
when they were eyewitnesses of the 
events whose memories were supernat­
urally activated by the Holy Spirit to 
recall "all" that Jesus said? 

NORMAN L. GEISLER 

Dallas Theological Seminary 
Dallas, Tex. 

Why not a layman's opinion: How ridi­
culous can a group of professors get? As 
the saying goes, "The only reason for 
the giraffe being what it is, it must have 
been put together by a committee." To 
me, redaction criticism has the same 
effect as giving a child a knife and tell­
ing him to see if he can find what is in 
his toy drum that makes it go "boom­
boom-boom." VERNON HoLST 

Newell, S.D. 

At issue is "biblical inerrancy." This 
doctrine necessitates that every line of 
Scripture have the same level of truth; 
none can be given any weight greater 
than any other. Redaction criticism, 
like form criticism before it, gave greater 
weight to "the earlier source," if not 
directly at least by implication. 

Redaction criticism leads to heresy 
from the fundamentalist, evangelical 
view. This kind of Christianity, like any 
authoritarian system, cannot stand 
heresies. KENNETH H. BONNELL 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Several years ago I "invented" the fol­
lowing definition: The Bible is an imper­
fect tool in the hands of God to lead us to 
The Perfect Solution. You see, no matter 
how perfect the Bible would be, if it did 
not have in it The Perfect Solution we 
would still be dead. It seems like a 
corporate effort, God watching over 
what really matters versus the writers 
displaying their own individuality. It 
makes sense to me. H. D. SCHMIDT 

Pleasant Hill, Calif. 

More babies to adopt? 
In the article "Where Have All the Ba­
bies Gone?" [Oct. 18), the premise 
seemed to be that infertile couples 
"need" a baby. We may feel that we 
need many things, including children, 
but are we willing to accept that infer­
tility may be in God's will for our lives 
in much the same way that some are 
called to be single? 

As Christians we must examine our 
motives in the prolife movement. Do we 
really believe that abortion must be 
stopped we believe in the sane-
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tity of human life created by God, or do 
we hope that the Roe v. Wade decision 
will be reversed so there will be more 
babies to adopt? JEAN STRATI.NG 

Gainesville, Fla. 

In the article, Bill Pierce's comparison 
of open adoption to open marriage is a 
blatant misrepresentation of the issue. 
Closed adoption has not adequately ad­
dressed the needs of many people. It has 
perpetuated unresolved grieving on the 
birth-parents' part, and made it diffi­
cult for adoptees to be at peace with 
their adoptive identity when the cir­
cumstances surrounding the adoption 
are shrouded in secrecy and mystery. 
How much healthier to give the various 
parties in the adoption the option of 
openness. RACHEL BUBLITZ 

Evaluating rock 

Christian Adoption 
and Family Services 

Anaheim, Calif. 

I found your guilt-by-a'ssociation arti­
cle on Amy Grant most disturbing [OCt. 
18). What is this bit of editorializing 
doing in your "News" sectfon? Who are 
the "many Christian listeners" who 
"reacted negatively" to Unguarded? 
Who defines what "hard-edged" rock 
is? Such a subjective issue as what con­
stitutes "rock" is difficult to categorize 
and evaluate. MICHAEL R. SAiA 

Sunland, Calif. 

Praise God for young women like Amy 
Grant. When Amy crossed over the 
charts, my girls were so excited to be 
able to tell their friends at public school 
that this great sound with the beautif�l 
message was one of their favorite Chris­
tian artists, and no one could call it 
boring! NANCY RoooY 

Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 

Growing Christian smugness? 
Thank you for the excellent editorial by 
Cornelius Plantinga ["The Justification 
of Rock Hudson," Oct.18]. His amazing 
way with words riveted me to my seat 
as I read, and then reread, the editorial. 
But most important, in relating this 
story current in our thinking, he also 
calls the current furor a nutrient for 
growing Christian smugness. Keep up 
the good work-and while you're at it, 
have Dr. Plantinga write another edit'o­
rial soon. 

REV.GORDON L. LYLE 
United Presbyterian Church 

Follan,sbee, W.Va. 

PAUL: APOSTLE 

OF THE HEART 
SET FREE 

F. F. Bruce 

"We are hardly lac king for books 
on the life and teachings of the 
Apostle Paul, but when the 
leading evangelical biblical 
scholar of our time writes on the 
subje ct, we must take notice ... 
this book will be read with profit 
by all who have an interest in the 
primitive church - from the 
armchair student of the Bible to 
the most advanced biblical 
scholar. It will certainly remain a 
standard text for years to come." 

- CHRISTIANITY TODAY" 

"OUT OF A LIFETIME 
OF STUDY 
F. F. BRUCE 

HAS CONTRIBUTED 
YET ANOTHER 

EXCELLENT 
VOLUME FOR 

YOUR LEARNING."* 
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